Wooster company expands its dream on home turf
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“If you've read the stories about Dee
and Mary, you know this is a true
American success story,”Lt. Gov. Lee
Fisher says Tuesday about the Vaidyas
at TGS.
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Lt. Gov. Lee Fisher signs a
construction beam that will be
displayed in the $6.5 million,
30,000-square-foot expansion
at TechniGraphics in Wooster.
The expansion will create 150
jobs. TechniGraphics Executive
Vice President Mary Vaidya is to
the left.

By BRYAN SCHAAF
Staff Writer

WOOSTER -- There was little fanfare when Dee and Mary Vaidya sat
around their kitchen table with the late Don Noble in 1993 hatching a
business plan that would become one of Wooster's fastest-growing
companies.

How the times have changed.

On Tuesday, a crowd of nearly 100 people turned out at TechniGraphics
Inc., the Vaidyas' geospatial imagery company on Noble Drive, for the
announcement the business selected Wooster for its $6.5 million
expansion that will create 150 jobs and increase its annual payroll from
$5.5 million to $9.4 million during the next three years.

"Ultimately, this is where we wanted to be," said Mary Vaidya, executive
vice president for TGS. "This is where | grew up and where we have our
roots. We had other states vying for it, but with Ohio it all just kind of fell
into place.

The 150 new positions will pay an average starting wage of $12.50 per
hour plus benefits and will increase the employment at the Wooster
location to 330 overall.

Wooster was competing with sites in Southfield, Mich., and Fort Collins,
Colo., for the expansion.

Rod Crider, president of the Wayne Economic Development Council, said
credit for the expansion should be directed to a number of places.

"The teamwork was what really made this happen," Crider said. "People
always ask why Wayne County ranks so high in the country (for economic
growth), I say it's because of the cooperation we have here. There's no
political agendas, no hidden agendas; everybody is kind of pulling for
the same thing.

"l used to work one city over from Southfield, so I'm very familiar with that
area and | know the talent that exists there. One of the things we were
concerned about from a competitive standpoint was would they be able
to attract the labor they need here," Crider said. "They have apparently
decided there won't be any issue finding the people they need."

The city approved a 10-year, 75-percent enterprise zone tax abatement
for the business as part of a comprehensive financial package with the



Ohio Department of Development. The package also includes a $2 million 166 Direct Loan and a $4.2 million
Ohio Enterprise Bond Fund Loan. The former would carry a 1 percent interest rate for the first year and 3
percent for 15 years, while the latter would carry a 16-year term with the rate determined at the time the deal
closes.

Justin Starlin, assistant to the director of administration for Wooster, said taxation on the property where the
expansion will be constructed would increase from $2,300 annually to $36,000 annually with the enterprise
zone abatement. After the duration of the tax abatement, taxes on the property would increase $144,000
annually.

Starlin said TGS would save more than $1 million over the life of the abatement.

Lt. Gov. Lee Fisher addressed the audience before touring the facility, which will be mirrored just to the north
by a 30,000-square-foot second building.

"If you've read the stories about Dee and Mary, you know this is a true American success story," Fisher said.
"They started at a kitchen table 15 years ago and on the advice of the late Don Noble, they chose to move this
from the kitchen table and run a business that we now see as one of the premier businesses in the state. That
is what entrepreneurism, what innovation is all about.

"I'm pleased to announce that they'll be expanding in Wayne County. Gov. (Ted) Strickland and | are committed
to the success of TechniGraphics and companies all around Ohio like TechniGraphics that are doing unusually
creative work to fuel Ohio's economy. We may never be able to compete with India or China on the basis of
cost, but we will always compete and win on the basis of talent, work ethic, productivity, innovation and
entrepreneurship.”

Wooster Mayor Bob Breneman said TechniGraphics really represents a type of modern-day factory.

"My background is growing up here in Wooster and Rubbermaid was always our factory on the east side and
they made products," Breneman said. "The thing | thought long and hard about is that this really is the factory
of the future right here. These people are making the products of the future. It's not the tangible things like the
Roughneck garbage cans | used to have to pull out as a college student or the dish drainer mats. They're doing
the technological products of the future. Dee and Mary are definitely pioneers of that."

Site plans for the expansion were approved by the Planning Commission and the Board of Zoning Appeals
granted TechniGraphics two variances needed regarding the height of light poles in a second parking lot and
a minimum setback requirement that will allow for a connecting walkway between the two facilities.

"The city of Wooster has touched our hearts and our souls," Mary Vaidya said. "That's a big reason why we really
wanted to stay here. This is home to us. This is where we want to build our company and become a Fortune
500 company. It's a wonderful community. My husband and | love being here and raising our children here.

It's a place where when people come to visit, they can see why we chose to operate in Wooster."

Ted Bogner, construction manager for the project, said he expects to break ground on Thursday and hopes to
have the project completed by the end of the year.

Reporter Bryan Schaaf can be reached at 330-287-1645 or bschaaf@the-daily-record.com.



