


“I concluded a long time ago that if we were going to have meaningful reform in Ohio when it came to edu-
cation, it would only happen with the support of the business community, because the business community
is the recipient of what our schools provide.”

The governor was welcomed to TechniGraphics by Dee and Mary Vaidya. Dee Vaidya noted TGS workers with
Ohio degrees have experienced some upward mobility with many managers starting out in entry-level jobs.

Wooster City Schools Superintendent Michael Tefs, a supporter of the evidence-based educational model,
told Strickland his district was moving forward with some of the plan’s steps, including all-day kindergarten
and a reduction in class sizes.

Grant Cornwell, president of The College of Wooster, said Ohio’s independent colleges are a jewel in the state’s
higher education. He asked the governor to offer some of his thoughts about collaboration between state
higher education and private education in Ohio.

“We're struggling in Ohio with our budget, and that has obviously had

an impact on some of the decisions | had to make,” Strickland said.“One
of those decisions was in the public resources we made available to the
private institutions, we reduced that, and we tried to make it need-based.”

Cornwell said later he understands the decision the governor had to
make in eliminating the Ohio Choice Grants, “but it is important to look
at what Ohio’s private colleges contribute to the economy. | believe the

] state should be supporting that. We are part of the engine of the Ohio
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TechniGraphics CEO Dee Vaidya (left) and Chris

Schmid listen to Gov. Ted Strickland at Techni-

Graphics University. Strickland said his predeces- | Mary Vaidya thanked the governor for including in his reform package
sor and lieutenant governor had visited the

o e e e an ability to remove ineffective teachers, saying those teachers who did
place for himself. not want to be there were harmful to students.

Dee Vaidya said he was delighted to have Strickland on the TGS campus “to see the work and get a feel for the
training and education we do.”

Strickland applauded the Vaidyas for being risk-takers.“l am glad the state has been able to be a partner in
these efforts,” Strickland said."This is the kind of company and kind of expansion of our economy we want to
encourage.”

Mayor Bob Breneman said it was wonderful to have the governor come to Wooster, adding Strickland has
honored the city by choosing a photo of the city’s downtown and the county courthouse to be displayed on
Ohio's Web site.

Reporter Bobby Warren can be reached at 330-287-1639 or bwarren@the-daily-record. com. He is robwar0100
on Twitter.



