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TechniGraphics handouts were
locally made CatsMeows of the
TechniGraphics campus.
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David Silvestri and Mike
Thompson explain how the 3D
mapping works.
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A grand opening

TechniGraphics
takes a step
toward future
with University

By BOBY WA RRBE
Sta Writer

WOOSTR — Amid the soil
where tall com once grew
standsthe twin buildings of Tech-
niGraphics, a fast-growing com-
pany with 600 workers around
the globe.

The Wooster-basal interna-
tional, high-tech company invited
hundreds of its closeg friends,
partners and clients to celebrate
the grand opening of Techni-
Graphics University, a place
designed to educate, train and
develop leadersand workers.

While Dee and Mary \Vaidya,

who began operating the com-
pany out of their home in 1993,
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thanked everyore who helped Tour guide Nick Westover talks about the production

them transform from a small day.Je Grin,
locally for their company internationally

company, community leaders
were thanking them for being
a part of Wo oster.

While digital mapping has
served as the core function of
the company; it hasdiversi ed
its 0 erings to include product
life cycle management engi-
neering services and three-
dimensiond simulation and
analysis

“T his is about as good as it
can get to have TechniGraph-
ics part of your city,” Mayor
Bob Breneman said “They
are making a great impact in
Wb oster.They are growing and
growing. The bestto them.”

Presiden Dee \aidya
thanked the Ohio Department
of Development for its help
in nancing the 26,000-square-
foot facility, which cost about
$6.3million to build.

Ted Bogne, presidert of Bog-
ner Constuction, sad the ded
to build the university was strudk
with a handshale and a nod.

“l did two projects here and
two in Fort Collins, Cob ., all on
ahandshale,” Bogne said “Y ou
have to understard the kind of
people Dee and Mary are. It's
nice to see the succesthey have
and the guidance they got”

“This is an exampke of what
risk-taking can get you,” sad
Chris Schmid, chairman of imp-
Start, a venture-developmert
organization. TGS is an “entre-
preneuwial company where you
just doit, and along the way you
change everything”

“It' s incredible to think in
these two buildings employ 250
people” said Scott Allen, presi-

dent of Whitaker-Myers Insur

ance Group . He called it a true
American successstory and said
he was proud it was in Wo oster-

Paub Robers, director of
human development for the
National Gepospatal-Intelligence -
Agercy (NGA) wason hand to
help inaugurate the university.

After hearing the curriculum
and training oered through
TechniGraphic Universiy , Rob
erts sad it wasvery encouragirg.

“It’ s exciting to come here and
walk through the spaces of pro-
duction and classooms;” she said.

Dee \aidya expressd@ his
appreciation to the NGA
for “believing in us, speci -
cally that we could do much
more than what the capacity
of our tiny 10-man company
represented in 1994,when we
acquired the TGS-technology
division of Johnson Controls.”

Daryl Revoldt, vice president
of governmental relations and
academica airs , said the new
building was symbolic.

“As a production facility, it
represents an invesiment in the
community to build employment
and the wealth of its employees’
Revoldt said“A salearning facik
ity, the building embodies a com-
mitment to help our employees
grow, persanally and professon-
ally to better sene our clients
and our community.”

X Grin, presidert of the
Wb oster Area Chamber of Com
merce, sad the timing of the uni-
versty was perfed becau in a
down economy, “the No. 1 thing

room at TechniGraphics University in Wooster on Tues-
president of the Wooster Area Chamber of Commerce says “to be in a position to train people
— you can’'t quantify that.”

Part of TechniGraphics University
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is the break-out area where people can continue

discussions started in the classroom. Here President Dee Vaidya (left) speaks with Daryl
Revoldt, Chuck Bateman and Amanda Sommer.

we can sell is human capital.

“To be in a position to train
people locally for their compa-
ny internationally — you can't
quantify that.”

“The community is fortunate
to have them here” said Mike
Pallotta, president of Pallotta
Ford Lincoln Mercury and
chairman of the Wb oster Area
Chamber of Commerce.

“It’ sexciting to see the growth
and opportunity here. Just think,
four or ve yeas ago this was

corneld,” said Robet Ga -
man, the companys attorney
who practices with Citch el d
Citcheld & JDhnston.

Stat Re. Ran Amstutz
applauded the company s
focuson the new economyand
creating jobs in a knowledge-
base job market. “This is not
ourtypical (kind of company),
but it's where we need to go
toaugment our manufacturing
base’ he added.“lt can be a
springboard for marketing our
whole region.”

The secord TGS building
is special] Dee \aidya said,
because’it contains the build-
ing blocks of a much larger
TechniGraphics to come”

“TechniGraphis is one of the
crown jewels of Wo oster,” sad
Steve Shapio, former chairman
of the Wayne Economt Devet
opment Council “It’ s unbeliev-
able what they have been able to
accomplidr — from the humble
roots of where Dee and Mary
came from to where they are
today.”

Dee \aidya says the new addition
is specid becaus

TechniGaphics to come.”

“TechniGraphics is one of the
crown jewels of Wooster. It's unbe-
lievable what they have been able
to accomplish — from the humble
roots of where Dee and Mary came
from to where they are today.”

Steve Shapiro, former chairman of the
Wayne Economic Development Council

“it contains the
building blocks of a much larger

Integrity important part of successflibusines

By BOBY WARRE
Sta Writer

WOOSTER — Studentswho pass
through the doors of TechniGraph-
ics University will study a variety of
technical subjects designed to sup-
port the operations of TechniGraph-
ics, but they will alo leam about
integrity.

One of President Dee \aidya' s bus-
ness heroes is Jack Welch, the former
chief executie oce r of GE and
from the business guru he learned if a
business is to be succesdul, then all of
its leaders must have integrity.

TechniGraphic deals with senst
tive data in its support of defense
and aerospae operations, rst as
a maker of digital maps and now
including engineering services

“Look at the work we do for defense
and aerospace,” Dee \aidya sdd. “It
revolves around being a trusted part-
ner. It requires integrity.”

This integrity extends not only to
the people who make up the high-
tech company, but to mapsit makes
the engineering servicesit provides.

“When we map a point, someone’s
life may depend upon that accuracy,”
sad Dary Revoldt vice presidert
of governmentd relations and aca
demic a airs.“When we draw a part,
someorne’s life might hang in the bal-
ance.We want our customers to know
our drawings are absolutely accurate.
Th at’swhere integrity comesin.”

When it comesto drawing maps
“being o a little does not work,”
Revoldt added.

Dee \aidya envisions the univer-
sity serving three purposes what he
refers to asa three-leggedstool. The
rst is managementeducation. The
secondis to educate workers on the
engineering services side, which is
relatively newto TGS, to understand
what customersare really askingfor,

the “applied part” of the business
Th e third is to reinforce and expand
what has been the company’s core
function: geospatid services and
digital mapping.

Another benet of the university
will be the ability to hire more local
people, said Mary \aidya, executive
vice president of administration.

“We canbring in and train localsif
they do not have the technical skills:
shesaid.

Maitri Erwin, director of tech-
nology at TechniGraphis, sad the
company is moving into three-
dimensond simulaion and analyss.

Computer modeling  will help
engineers understard how buildings
will be able to survive in a blagt or
hurricare.

“We're getting pretty sophisticated”
Erwn said “The university will help ramp
up that kind of knowledge with people.
We are excited about the university”

Pat
Coulehan
describes
how the
training
rooms
work for
new hires
on Tues-
day night.




